
Old Man & the Sea: Writing Assignment 3: Mood, Tone and Diction 
Objective: to give students an opportunity to express themselves creatively, analytically, 
logically, scientifically, and reflectively. 
 
 
Curriculum Outcomes 
The series of writing assignments for the Old Man & the Sea were designed so students would 
meet one, two or more of the following curricular outcomes and indicators: 
 

● CC9.1b Create various visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore identity 
(e.g., Exploring Loyalty, Love, and Relationships), social responsibility (e.g., Equal 
Opportunity), and efficacy (e.g., Surviving and Conquering) 

● CC9.4a Use pragmatic (e.g., inclusive language that supports people across cultures, 
genders, ages, and abilities), textual (e.g., strong leads, coherent body, and effective 
endings), syntactic (e.g., subordination to show more precisely the relationships between 
ideas), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., both the denotative and connotative 
meaning of words), graphophonic (e.g., knowledge of spelling patterns and rules to 
identify, analyze, and correct spelling errors), and other cues (e.g., combine print and 
visuals to enhance presentations) to construct and to communicate meaning. 

● CC9.5a Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations to best 
represent message for an intended audience and purpose. 

● CR9.4a View and demonstrate comprehension and evaluation of visual and multimedia 
texts including illustrations, maps, charts, graphs, pamphlets, photography, art works, 
video clips, and dramatizations to glean ideas suitable for identified audience and 
purpose. 

 
Procedure 
Effective storytelling combines a bunch of different literary elements. We have looked at theme, 
point of view, and setting so far. For this lesson you will look at mood, tone and diction. 
 
Watch this video to see mood and tone compared and contrasted: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcCrsVK5dWs 
 
Watch this video for a brief lesson on diction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlaeV-TH8WE 
 

Mood 
The mood is demonstrated through the atmosphere or emotions felt by the 
reader. Mood is felt. Mood can be summed up using a single word. Consider the 
example below: 
 
During the holidays, my mother’s house glittered with decorations and hummed 
with preparations. We ate cookies and drank cider while we helped her wrap 
bright packages and trim the tree. We felt warm and excited, listening to 
Christmas carols and even singing along sometimes. 



 
The mood of this piece is “content, happy.” How do we know? The author used 
words like “warm, excited, glittered.”  
 
Tone 
Tone is the attitude a writer takes towards the story’s subject or the reader 
(audience). Tone becomes apparent through a writer’s word choice or point of 
view. Tone can be formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, cheerful, or 
any other human attitude. Tone is understood logically while mood is felt. 
Consider the example below: 
 
Example 1 
“You know what? The spread of a disease isn’t really that big of a deal. Relax 
everybody and quit being so panicky.” 
 
Example 2 
“Medical authorities must pay greater attention to the growing crisis. If steps are 
not taken, many people will not survive.” 
 
Both examples talk about the spread of a disease; however, the tone for each is 
different mainly due to the word choice, e.g. in the first example the tone is 
informal, casual and dismissive. In the second example, the tone is formal, 
serious and warning. 
 
Diction 
Diction, also known as the author’s word choice, is critical for establishing both 
the tone and mood. Writers frequently consider the needs (like the age, 
experience and education) of their audience when choosing what words to use. 

 
1). Answer each question in the space provided using complete sentences. Ensure each 
sentence has no grammatical errors and is relevant. For some questions I’ve indicated a 
word minimum exists. In these cases, you must meet the word minimum in order to 
receive full credit for the assignment. 
2). The assignment is due on the day it is assigned. Late assignments will be penalized. The 
assignment is evaluated on the basis of a rubric. See below. 
 

Question 1: What is mood of Old Man & the Sea? Support your answer by making 
reference to events from the novella. 
Word Minimum: 50 

Write your answer to Question 1 here. 

Question 2: What is the tone of Old Man & the Sea. Support your answer by making 
reference to the language used by Hemingway in the novella. 
Word Minimum: 50 



Write your answer to Question 2 here. 

Question 3: Based on the novella’s diction (word choice), what type of audience was 
Hemingway writing for? Support your answer by making reference to Hemingway’s 
diction. 
Word Minimum: 50 

Write your answer to Question 3 here. 

 
 
 
Rubric 
 

 1 2 3 

Sentences Written One or more 
grammatical errors 
found in the 
sentences 
 
Student does not 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
mood, tone or diction 

 
 
 
 
 
Student 
demonstrates a basic 
understanding of 
mood, tone and 
diction 

No grammatical 
errors found in any 
sentence 
 
 
Student 
demonstrates a solid 
understanding of 
mood, tone and 
diction 

Deadline Met Assignment 
completed in full but 
submitted late 

 Assignment 
completed in full and 
submitted by 
deadline 

 
 


